
A plant is a living system and 
each part has a job



Sometimes 
it’s easy to 
not notice a 
plant...

Sometimes 
they just 
blend in to 
the 
background.



But plants can be so interesting!

Like this cactus in 
Arizona.

Or this flower in 
Washington.



Have you ever cared for a special plant in your home, 
or in a farm or garden? 

By watering them? Or removing weeds?



People have been caring for plants for thousands of 
years.

People need plants to survive!

Camas was an important staple in the diet of 
Native American peoples of the Palouse. A portion 
of one season's camas harvest is shown here. 
Photo courtesy of the National Park Service, Nez Perce National Historical 
Park, Spalding, ID. Photo Number NEPE-HI-0773.

A staged 19th century photograph of a 
farmer and his wife. The man wears 
the traditional straw rain coat ( 蓑, 
mino) and kasa (笠), a hat made of 
bamboo or sedge. 
Photographer unknown, courtesy of ookami_dou on flickr

Detail Of A Harvest Scene On The East 
Wall, From The Tomb Of Sennedjem, The 
Workers Village
Photo courtesy of FineArtAmerica.com

http://www.flickr.com/photos/15693951@N00/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/15693951@N00/4330226831/


It’s important to appreciate plants! They have so 
much to teach and share with us.

Photographer Dick van Duijn (Noordwijk, Netherlands)



Plants come in many shapes and sizes...

but they’re all living systems made of many parts!



Plants start out as tiny SEEDS.



Some seeds have shells, pods, or cones. 
Many seeds are made to travel!



Some seeds are 
hidden inside of juicy 

fruits…

The fruit is just a tasty 
container for seeds!



Since plants are living things, they need to drink water!

Plants don’t have a mouth like we do. 
Instead, they drink water with their 

ROOTS.



Roots are like 
straws, 

slurping up 
nutrients and 

water from the soil. 
They also hold the 

plant firmly in 
place!



The energy from the 
leaves and water & 

nutrients from the soil 
travel up and down the 

STEM, it’s like an elevator.



Plants are amazing because 
they can make their own food 
from sunlight, water, and CO2!

The LEAVES are like chefs, 
mixing up ingredients to make 

sugars for the plant.



Plant leaves can be a 
healthy snack for humans 

and other animals.



The most attractive part of the plant is usually the 
FLOWER 



The flower’s job is to attract 
a pollinator and make 

seeds. 

The seeds start to grow 
after one flower gets pollen 

from another flower.



If the plant is a fruiting plant, its fruit will start to 
mature after it’s pollinated. 

But where are the seeds? 



Inside!



Once the flower is pollinated, that’s when the seeds 
grow up and start to spread.

Some plants only live for a year, so the seeds come 
at the end of the annual life cycle.



In the next season, a new life cycle will begin.

Farmers and 
animals will 

help the plants 
grow, 

and the plants will share their energy with us!



A plant is a living system and each part has a job!  

Can we name all six plant parts?



Roots

Stems

Leaves

Flowers
Fruits

Seeds



We’ll be snacking on all six plant parts soon!


