
(A FEW) AMPHIBIANS OF OXBOW 
FARM & CONSERVATION  

 

Northwestern salamander 
Ambystoma gracile 

Physical Appearance: Large body with short round head. Stocky, grey salamander with bulging paratoid 

(poison) glands on its head.  

Habitat: Spend most of their time underground or beneath decaying wood. Hatchlings and larvae (the free-

swimming aquatic stages between egg and adult) live in ponds and migrate to upland forests as adults.  

Lifecycle: Breeding season spans from February to April in lower elevations. In higher elevations, breeding 

starts between June and August. Egg masses are softball sized, laid underwater, and are firm to the touch 

due to a thick, protective jelly-like layer. Eggs take about 2-8 weeks to hatch, depending on water 

temperature. Larvae usually mature and leave the water in about 1 year. In higher elevations, larvae 

sometimes overwinter and take up to three seasons to mature, and some even remain aquatic throughout 

their lives.  

Food sources: Insect eggs, insects, mollusks, terrestrial worms, marine worms, aquatic crustaceans, and 

zooplankton  

Predators: Invasive fish such as trout or bass. 



 

Pacific Tree Frog 
Pseudacris regilla 

Physical appearance: Tiny (2-5 cm in length) green or bronze frog, often with clear dark eye mask and small 

dark specs on side body.  

Habitat: Pacific tree frogs are found throughout Washington, and adults can be found far from water sources 

in meadows, fields, woodlands, and forests. They hide in underground burrows and live on land usually. Eggs 

are laid in ponds, and tadpoles stay in said ponds until they metamorphose. As adults, pacific tree frogs then 

can migrate to many habitats. We often see them in farm fields at Oxbow! 

Lifecycle: Breeding season spans from November to July. Eggs are laid underwater and hatch within 2 to 5 

weeks. When hatched, tadpoles stay in groups and can take up to 3 months to metamorphose.  

Food sources: As tadpoles: plant matter (herbivores). As adults: beetles, flies, spiders, ants and other 

invertebrates 

Predators: Fish, dragonflies, diving beetles, long-toed salamanders, bullfrogs, garter snakes, and small 

mammals! 

Fun Facts: 1) Tadpoles remain in groups to avoid predators. 2) They can change their skin color from light to 

dark (or dark to light) to blend in with their surroundings! 
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Long-toed salamander 
Ambystoma macrodactylum 

Physical Appearance: Dark colored body with tan/yellow stripe down backside of their body. Side body can 

have white/light blue specks. Underside is dark with white spots. Their fourth toe is long on their back feet, 

hence their name! 

Habitat: Long-toed salamanders are found on the western and eastern sides of the Cascade Mountain range 

as well as within the mountainous region. They prefer moist ground cover near and around water sources in 

and around forests, meadows, and fields. Sometimes, they are found in developed areas disturbed by human 

presence (such as urban areas).  

Lifecycle: Breeding between the months of January and July, their eggs are laid on shorelines of lakes, ponds, 

and shallow streams. Egg masses are golf-ball sized and are held together by a soft gelatinous outer layer. 

Sometimes eggs are laid individually and sometimes in groups attached to underwater vegetation. Larvae 

hatch from their egg capsule in about 2 to 6 weeks. In lowland areas like western Washington, larvae usually 

mature in about four months, though they may take up to four years in very cold climates with short warm 

seasons. 

Food sources: Adults hunt land and water arthropods such as insects, spiders, and/or crustaceans (including 

dead arthropods). In the summer, they survive off of proteins and fats which are stored in their tails. These 

can be metabolized during long periods of dormancy (USFS, 2013). 

Predators: Introduced fish species (prey upon eggs and larvae)  

Fun fact:  Long-toed salamanders can drop their tails to distract predators and later regrow their tails! 

 



References   

Howard, Janet L. 1997. Ambystoma macrodactylum. In: Fire Effects Information System, [Online]. U.S. 

Department of Agriculture, Forest Service, Rocky Mountain Research Station, Fire Sciences Laboratory 

(Producer). Available: www.fs.fed.us/database/feis/animals/amphibian/amma/all.html [2020, May 19]. 

The Burke Museum. (2020). “Long toed Salamander”.  https://www.burkemuseum.org/collections-and-

research/biology/herpetology/amphibians-reptiles-washington/long-toed-salamander 

The Burke Museum. (2020). “Pacific Tree Frog”. https://www.burkemuseum.org/collections-and-

research/biology/herpetology/amphibians-reptiles-washington/pacific-tree-frog 

The Burke Museum. (2020). “Northwestern Salamander”. https://www.burkemuseum.org/collections-and-

research/biology/herpetology/amphibians-reptiles-washington/northwestern-salamander. 

Gary Nafis. California Herps. 2000-2020. “Northwestern Salamander” 

http://www.californiaherps.com/salamanders/images/agraciledpwa052.jpg 

https://www.burkemuseum.org/collections-and-research/biology/herpetology/amphibians-reptiles-washington/long-toed-salamander
https://www.burkemuseum.org/collections-and-research/biology/herpetology/amphibians-reptiles-washington/long-toed-salamander
https://www.burkemuseum.org/collections-and-research/biology/herpetology/amphibians-reptiles-washington/pacific-tree-frog
https://www.burkemuseum.org/collections-and-research/biology/herpetology/amphibians-reptiles-washington/pacific-tree-frog
https://www.burkemuseum.org/collections-and-research/biology/herpetology/amphibians-reptiles-washington/northwestern-salamander
https://www.burkemuseum.org/collections-and-research/biology/herpetology/amphibians-reptiles-washington/northwestern-salamander

