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What to Look For Permanent ponds hold water all year round, providing permanent habitat 

for a range of wildlife as well as a many occasional or periodic visitors. 

Wildlife The sheer diversity of species which use and live in ponds makes them an exciting and 

essential part of the landscape .Aquatic invertebrates can thrive in ponds, including dragonflies whose 
larvae are dependent on ponds. Beneficial insects such as bees will drink from ponds while many 
hoverflies, one of our key wild pollinators, need water to complete their life cycle. Many fish rely on 
ponds and ponds that connect to rivers and streams can provide refuge for river fish such as young 
salmon and trout during floods. Birds and mammals in dry areas often rely on ponds for their drinking 
water. 

Plants Healthy ponds can support a huge number of semi-aquatic and aquatic plants, including once 

common plants like pondweeds (Potamogeton species), cattail (Typha species), and coon’s tail 
(Ceratophyllum demersum). 

Importance to Amphibians The habitat immediately surrounding ponds is especially 

important, and with minimal effort can provide key areas for feeding and shelter for amphibians, such as 
in the form of rough grassland. Amphibians rely on ponds for breeding and as larvae or tadpoles. 
Predators such as fish, grass snakes, and adult bullfrog are often found in ponds.  
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Seasonal  Ponds 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What to Look For Seasonal ponds are temporary wetlands that are full for only part of a year. 

Oftentimes they fill after the snowfall each spring, form seasonally in shallow ground depressions from 
spring snowmelt, precipitation, and rising water tables. Generally drying up in late summer, these ponds 
are only temporary woodland reservoirs. They are slightly harder to identify during the summer and fall 
months. 

Wildlife Seasonal ponds become the seasonal breeding and feeding grounds for many intriguing 

amphibians and insects, as well as the reptiles, birds, and mammals that depend on them for food. If you 
crouch by the water's edge, you'll find an entire community of creatures. you might witness the bustling 
activity of salamanders, frogs, toads, and newts that have come to breed, as well as all kinds of aquatic 
insects and their eggs that will develop over the spring months. Jellylike masses and strings of eggs will 
be visible in the water and on the pond vegetation, where salamanders and frogs have left them behind. 

Plants Blackened, compressed leaf litter; gray soil; watermarks on surrounding tree trunks; and the 

presence of moisture-tolerant vegetation all suggest an area that collects water part of the year.Invasive 
reed canarygrass (Phalaris arundinacea),  Spike rush (Eleocharis palustris), Slough sedge (Carex 
obnupta), and Skunk cabbage (Lysichiton americanus)  are all common plants found around PNW 
seasonal pond locations. 
Importance to Amphibians Seasonal ponds are extraordinary wetlands fascinating to 

observe and essential to the lives of many woodland species. Many amphibians are able to use seasonal 
ponds for breeding and as larvae or tadpoles. Predators such as grass snakes and bullfrogs may be found 
near seasonal ponds, but predatory fish are much less likely. With the rapid population declines of so 
many amphibian species, it's crucial that these often unnoticed habitats be recognized and protected. 
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